
2010-2011 Highlights of Seacoast Republican Women


I want to recognize SRW’s Officers, Past President, Directors, our Administrative Assistant and Chairs of standing committees who have served with me during my term as President.  I hold these women in the highest regard.   Each has dedicated their valuable time and energy in the pursuit of fostering women to participate in the political process and electing leaders who make areal difference in our daily lives.

Vice President, Susan Canada

Treasurer, Brenda Major

Assistant Treasurer, Sheila Francouer

Recording Secretary, Jeannie Sangenario

Assistant Recording Secretary, Holly Tisdall

Corresponding Secretary, Regina Birdsell

Past President, Leann Moccia

Director, Janet Brown

Director, Stella Scamman

Director, Mary Smyk

Director, Sharon Sykas

Administrative Assistant, Fran Lefavour

ByLaws - Leann Moccia, Sheila Francoeur


Membership - Renee Portu

Community Affairs - Cindy Blodgett, Jenny Wilson

Historian - Bev Connolly

Events - Linda Egbert, Donna Slack



Program – Diane Bitter

Ways & Means – Sandy Brubaker, Lois Nelson

Webmaster – Nic Ayotte


Scholarship – Suzanne Whiton, Carole Foster

Publicity – Cindy Blodgett



Awards – Leann Moccia, Fran Lefavour

Newsletter/Directory – Leann Moccia



I want to acknowledge three chairs who have stepped down, former ByLaws Chair, 
Nancy 
Stiles now serving as State Senator, former Publicity Chair Julie Hurrie now chairing the non-profit, NH Run for the Fall, and former Newsletter/Directory Chair Mary Jean Labbe of 
Kittery, Maine working in Real Estate.  These ladies exhibited the same dedication and work 
ethic to SRW.   I thank them for service. 



Like many fellow Republican organizations, Seacoast Republican Women have been very productive in the 2010 midterm election.   One of our main objectives last year were focused on supporting many candidates’ campaigns both federal and state in the general election.   In addition, we worked closely with all political entities from the GOP, Rockingham County Republican Committee to the various Town Republican Committees in the Seacoast area.   We provided as much “get out the vote” type of help to the Stratham Victory Office.  SRW contributed funds to 56 candidate races in this midterm election.   Our fundraising efforts were made possible through many raffles, auctions, and table sponsorships held at some of our Program meetings and at all our Events.


To meet the challenge of member participation in candidate campaigns and other activities, we need to retain current members and attract new members.  We should be proud that our membership for 2010 increased 14% to 192 members with 25 associate members.   For 2011, we increased our membership another 9%.   This increase can be attributed to the interesting monthly Programs that are well received, to the three popular Events held each year, Spring Luncheon, Chili Fest and Holiday Luncheon.  And nothing reflects on our shared values than the generous work of our Community Affairs Committee.  


Our Programs Committee brought informative topics and speakers to all hours of the day, morning, noon and evening. Topics included:

Voter Fraud Challenges - Ed Naile

Personal Protection and the Use of Firearms – Sig Sauer

US Constitution – Is it being followed in the manner that the Founders intended?

The 2010 US Census & Redistricting Process – Its significance for the November Election

 Gubernatorial Debate, US Congressional Debate, US Senatorial Debate 

Get out the Vote Workshop.

Sharia Law - Dr. Julianna Cooper

Speaker of the House Bill O’Brien, who laid out the legislature’s priorities for 2011. 

Legislative updates with two State Senators, Sen. Nancy Stiles and  Sen. Russell Prescott 

Field trip – tour of the American Independence Museum in Exeter.

Special evening reception for Congressman Frank Guinta, who engaged our members in key discussions, such as the US debt, spending, balanced budget, and Obamacare. 

 Susan Koman Foundation and its Work, - Julie Teer, Vp of Global Development for the Foundation

Campaigns, Lobbyist and “Tricks of the Trade”, - Attorney Abby Sykas, of Sykas Law Office. This was both informative and interesting.  Members were also entertained with a skit, showing a candidate’s campaign manager’s problematic tactics.


Our Events Committee’s consistently produced quality lunches and well attended events such as:

Hosting annual Spring luncheons for author, Tommy Newberry discussing his book, War on Success- How the Obama Agenda is shattering the American Dream,

Presidential candidates Senator Rick Santorum and Newt Gingrich, as well as other speakers like Rudy Guiliani, and Ann Romney.

Hosting the annual Holiday luncheon for Tom Rath, political analyst commenting on 2010 midterm elections and looking forward.

Welcoming  the newest members in a Tea Social 

Our biggest outdoor extravaganza, the Annual Chili at Scamman Farm, where seacoast voters have an opportunity to come together to meet, greet and listen to our candidates of all levels of government preparing for that next election.    


SRW have always worked hard in support of Republican candidates and empowering our members to be leaders in the political arena.   We also strive to be involved in some community activities like, supporting our troops and helping those people in need.   We do so by donating supplies, volunteering our time, monetary donations, and offering cash prizes and scholarships. Activities include:

Awarding three high School students as winners of our 4th Annual Essay Contest in 2010.  The theme was “What impact does the second amendment have in the US democracy. Why then, Why now?” 

Given supplies and or dollars to organizations like Portsmouth Food Pantry, Safe Place, Family First, Exeter’s New Outlook Teen Center, Salvation Army, Honor Flight and SPCA.

Donating books to schools and public libraries and an indoor flag and stand to Portsmouth public library. 

We have many members who continue to volunteer their time as Pease Greeters.

We have members who have helped organize and participated in the first NH 12 mile Run for the Fallen event paying tribute to NH’s deceased service men heroes. 

Awarding the Stella Scamman Scholarship, offered yearly at our Holiday luncheon to applicants who have an interest in advancing their knowledge of the political process and values of the Republican Party.    For example, this scholarship has been applied to the Vesta Roy Excellence in Public Service Series. We have given two Stella Scamman Scholarships in 2010 and two will be given today for 2011. 

Such substantial club accomplishments haven’t gone without notice.  SRW received two awards from the National Federation of Republican Women.   I had the privilege to go with a small NH delegation of Republican Women members to the 36th biennial convention in Kansas City, Missouri. As one of 1,200 Republican leaders, SRW was the winner in the Northeast Region for the 2011 Caring for America Award. This award is presented to states and clubs that demonstrate excellence in community outreach participation. SRW also received the 2011 Diamond Club Achievement Award, the highest award a club can receive for demonstrating excellence in membership development, campaign activities, community relations, programs and club functions.  Every member listening to this should feel proud of our contribution.

Another important recognition must be mentioned. SRW board member Leann Moccia was selected as NHFRW’s 2011 Woman of the Year.  She was recognized for her leadership in SRW, Vesta Roy, and a host of Republican Party causes.   Her recognition is hard earned and well deserved.


With all the activities we do, our board does their best to keep our members and the public at-large informed about each SRW function, We do this through press releases, newsletters, facebook and website nhsrw.org.   I am so fortunate to have such a great group of women and men associates that are dedicated to support both Seacoast Republican Women and the Republican Party.  Our web site requires a lot of maintenance to keep it fresh, and it is a credit to the club.


Lastly, I would like to thank all of the members of SRW.  Your high-school civics classes were not in vain.  As an important component of the State of New Hampshire’s Republican Party, and an influential group in the upcoming 2012 First –in-the-Nation primary, we hold an important role in America’s democracy.  Make no mistake.  Millions of citizens look to us.  America depends on New Hampshire citizens to select quality Presidential candidates that will lead the world’s strongest democracy.  SRW provides mechanisms to meet, understand, and test our candidates on a personal level.  We take this responsibility seriously.  And having had the privilege to serve you in a leadership role during a national primary year, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your commitment, sacrifice, wisdom, and charity in the service of the greater good.

Kind regards,

Corinne Armstrong

Seacoast Republican Women

President


